
The Monastery of St. Catherine's 
Mt. Sinai, Egypt 

 
St. Catherine’s Monastery at the base of Mount Sinai (Mountain of 
Moses) in Egypt has an interesting patronage. The Chapel of the 
Burning Bush was originally built by Empress Helena, the mother of 
Constantine the Great, so she would be considered the first patron. 
The chapel was originally built where it was thought that Moses came 
across the burning bush and on the mountain where he received the 
Ten Commandments. 
 

 
 

It was Justinian, however, in the 4th century who ordered the building 
of the famous monastery with the large enclosing walls in order to 
protect the site.  Because of this, the monastery is built much in the 
style of Justinian’s buildings in Constantinople.  This includes a basilica 
with three aisles (with 9 chapels), a central nave, a narthex, and an 
Apse. 
 
Later Mohammed visited the site and having been well treated, he 
pledged his personal protection, thus making it imperative that 
Muslims maintain his vow.  Some readings also indicate that this is the 
location where Mohammed’s horse ascended into heaven.  This has 
made the site of religious importance to the three largest religions of 
the world, Judaism, Christianity, and Islam.  The significance of that 
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fact is that the site has been well preserved over the ages and houses 
one of the largest collections of Byzantine art outside of the Vatican 
itself. 
  
The Crusaders also visited and built on the site.  During much of the 
monastery’s more recent life it was under the patronage of the Russian 
Orthodoxy; however, the current patrons are the Greek Orthodox 
Church. 
 
The continued patronage by important people and large, influential 
organizations throughout history allowed for the protection of this 
monastery and its unprecedented collection of early Christian art and 
artifacts. 
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