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At 39 years of  age, 
Tobias Frere-Jones has 
designed or helped 
design over 700 font 
faces. These fonts have 
been used by some of  
the premiere names in 
publishing such as  
Wired, Martha Stewart 
Living, and The Wall 
Street Journal. 

In 1989 he joined 
forces with Jonathan 
Hoefler to form the 
prestigious New York 
font foundry, Hoefler & 
Frere-Jones. Together, 
they have created fonts 
for a diverse collection 
of  companies including 
Nike, Walt Disney, The 
United Nations, 
Starbucks, as well as The 
Guggenheim Museum.

Tobias has an interesting 
pedigree. He is the 
grandson of  a former 
chairman of  the board 
of  the well known British 
publishing company, 
William Heinemann Ltd.  
Even closer to home 
for most of  us, he is the 
great-grandson of  Edgar 
Wallace, who wrote the 
screenplay for the film, 
King Kong. In addition, 
upon doing a Google 
search for “Frere-Jones”, 

hits on his brother, 
Sasha, a music critic.

13 years ago Tobias 
joined the Yale School 
of  Art where he teaches 
graduate level courses 
on typeface design. He 
is making a tremendous 
splash in the world of  
type face design and his 
work is in the permanent 
collection of  the well 
known London Albert & 
Victoria Museum, as well 

as our own well known 
Smithsonian Museum. 

In 2006 he was awarded 
the Gerrit Noordzij  
Prize in honor of  his 
unique contributions  
to type design, 
typography, and type 
education, in addition to 
all of  these accolades.

There is an interesting 
YouTube clip of  Tobias 
and Jonathan as they talk 
about their creation of  
the sans serif  Gotham 
font.  This font is a 
story in itself  and has 

the distinction of  being 
used in our Presidents 
campaign.  It is the 
typeface that will be used 
for the memorial on the 
site of  the World Trade 
Center and was also used 
in the movie, Helvetica.  
However, what I found 
interesting was the 
process these two guys 
(Tobias and his partner, 
Jonathon) were inspired 
to use to create it.  They 
walked around looking 
at New York signage, 
became inspired, and 
went from there.
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While reading the  
various pages on their 
website, it became 
obvious that these guys 
get fired up about and 
really love lettering and 
type faces of  all styles, 
shapes, and condition.
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