
Rocco and Baroque 
Favorites



Baroque Europe

Not being a huge fan of Baroque or Rococo art,  choosing 6 
pieces I  actually like was harder than initially expected.  
However, I have chosen 6 different artists that have pieces 
that appeal to me on different fronts.  Enjoy the trip and the 2 
surprise stops at the end!

Tour Stops:

Rome, Italy

Amsterdam, Holland

Madrid, Spain

Delft, Holland

London, England

Germany



Diego Velazquez

I am not a huge fan of 
Velazquez’s work; however,  
this particular painting 
appealed to me because I 
come from a line of women 

who love to quilt and create 
with our hands.  This scene 
rang true for me of women 
gathering to create the 
tapestries - talking and 
keeping their hands busy in 
happy camaraderie 

(although it is believed to be 
a mythological story of a 
competition.)    

In addition to that, it is 
beautifully executed with the 
focus of the light splashing 
across the blouse and 

following the arm into the 
center of the painting, which 
is almost a second painting 
within the larger one.  There is 
a lot going on and it is 
delightful to study.

The Thread Spinners – 1644-48  (or 1657)- Madrid, Spain



Judith Leyster

One of the things that strikes me about 
most of Judith Leyster’s work is the smiling 
faces.  She  often painted  people who 
were doing  pleasant things such as 
playing music, games, being proposed to, 

etc.  

This particular painting is joyful and bright, 
soliciting from the willing viewer a 
responsive smile.  It  reminds me of the 
importance of good friendships and 
family (is that some siblings peeking 
through the back window?) 

While it might not rival some of the greats 
of the Baroque period, it brings to mind 
the fact that even in an era when art was 
dominated by men, a woman was also 
able to paint and do it quite well.  

This painting is a reminder to push beyond 
the nay-sayers and  conventions to live 

my passion and to live it with joy.

It is a happy painting and there is enough 
talent demonstrated that it brings me 
back to study her techniques again and 
again.

Merry Company - 1630.  Oil on canvas – Amsterdam, Holland



Rembrandt

Rembrandt was a Dutch artist 
and thus was influenced by the 
Reformation that was taking 
place at this time.

He was the “painter of light” and 
also did a lot of beautiful 
etchings.  However, it is his 
drawings that capture my 
interest.

Sometimes it is relaxing to remove 
color and sit and contemplate a 

“spontaneous” drawing.  I love 
Rembrandts quick sketches and 
how he captures the essence of a 
moment in the time of this woman 
and child with an economy of  
strokes.   

Studying a drawing like this often 
inspires me to pull out my 
sketchbook  to try my hand at  it, 
whereas a painting can be 
creatively intimidating.

1635 – drawing –Amsterdam,  Holland  (now in the Louvre, Paris)



Jan Vermeer

Vermeer  takes the everyday life 
and makes the moment 
important enough to put hours 
of painting into capturing it.  This 
particular painting appeals to 

me because I love the “old 
fashioned art” of letter writing 
and love that he immortalized it.  
It is also a very domestic 
depiction yet also gives us a 
glimpse into the lives of these 
people.  

I wonder what the maid is 
thinking as she looks out the 
beautiful window and stands so 
casually below a large and 
possibly expensive painting on 
the wall.  Who is the Lady writing 
to? I love the thoughts it creates 

in me; however, I also enjoy the 
technique of Vermeer’s brush… 
smooth, detailed, balanced, 
with the use of light to lead the 
eye to the writer at the table.

Lady writing a Letter with her Maid – 1670 – Delft, Dutch 
Republic (currently located in Dublin Ireland) – oil on canvas



Claude Lorrain

Sometimes a scene is just 
a scene with no hidden 
agendas.  Maybe that is 
why I like Claude’s 
pastoral scenes.  

I grew up in the country 
on a farm with cattle and 
sheep roaming the hills.  It 
speaks to a time when life 
was simple and the 
beauty of nature was a 
part of every day life.  
Even though the 
landscape is unfamiliar, it 
still takes me “home” on 
an emotional level.

I particularly like how he 
paints the sky… it looks so 
real!

Pastoral  Landscape – 1645 – oil on canvas - Rome



Bernini’s David

My all time favorite piece of the Baroque period is 

Bernini’s David.

The physical beauty of the piece is undeniable.  The 

perfect curve / twist of the body and execution of the 

carving, the expression of emotion all speak of a 

master’s hand.  It’s beauty also inspires from every 

angle as we walk around it and it almost makes you 

turn to look for the giant about to receive the business 

end of the stone David is preparing to throw.

However, it is the humanity of the moment that grabs 

me emotionally.  This is how I see David.  As a real man 

who wasn’t kidding around when he went out to slay 

that God-defying Philistine.  He was intent and he was 

serious, with a job to do. His face tells the story of a 

man who was determined and confident in his 

convictions.  

This piece lifts me up out of my own mundane life and 

infuses my spirit with courage to take up my own 

proverbial sling and move forward, slaying the giants 

of my time.  That is what great art should do  - inspire 

the viewer to be something better than they were 

before they saw it.  I love this sculpture and of all the 

pieces here, it impacts me the most. 1623 – Marble - Rome



I couldn’t resist and had to check into the next 
chapter since Baroque and Rococo are not my 
favorite periods, although I hope you enjoyed 
the pieces I chose. 

Neoclassic follows then Romanticism… it is the 
landscapes of that time period that I am drawn 
to and decided to include a couple here as an 
extra bonus on the tour.

Enjoy…



Joseph Mallord

William Turner

Romanticism: I love the move 
towards landscapes and how they 
are rendered during the late 1800s.   
The industrial revolution was afoot 
and art  began denigrating the 
impact upon our landscapes, 
which I can respond to on a 
current level (grand old trees along 
our road that harbor a hawk family 
are coming down as I write this.  In 
the name of progress… they fall to 
make way for a “beautiful” 
parkway that we will all appreciate 
driving upon.)

In this piece… it is all about color .  
I love the almost impressionistic 
vision of this train barreling towards 
us.  I also like to study how the artist 
loosely applied the medium and 
how he causes the colors to 
interact with each other on the 
surface. If you look long enough 
you will even see a bridge on the 
left, yet the most important aspect 
is the emotion that the use of color 
can create in the viewer.  

I would like to learn to paint like 
this.

Rain, steam and speed – 1844 – oil on canvas - London



Caspar David 

Friedrich

I love the moods of nature that 

Friedrich uses.  “The artist must 

not only paint what he sees 

before him, but  also what he 

sees within him.” 

The hardest part was deciding 

which painting to include here.  I 

finally decided upon this one 

because of the subtle use of 

color and it happens to be a 

palette I love to use myself. I also 

appreciate the use of triangles 

throughout this piece and the 

atmospheric perspective that 

creates a sense that the church 

is far away in the fog.  

I don’t know what the artist was 

thinking when he painted this… 

maybe God felt a bit far away 

and unreal, while what was close 

and present was more vivid.  That 

is how it speaks to me.  Yet I see 

hope because there is a ray of 

warm color over the church in 

the distance.  There is always 

hope.  Also notice the crutches in 

the snow and the cross in the 

tree.

Winter Landscape with Church - 1811– Germany  - Oil on canvas
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