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Guided Tour
Egyptian Dynasties



Welcome to 
4500 Years in 
Egypt

Egyptian history is a 
fascinating study of a culture 
that survived for over 4000 
years, something that can be 
hard to conceive in our 
current European culture, 
which is relatively young and 
our own United States, which 
has only been a formal 
government for less than 300 
years.
This tour loosely covers 
Egyptian history from Pre-
dynastic to Roman rule, 
hitting the main time periods 
in overview, which explains 
breaks in dates.  

http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/lapd/hd_lapd.html

We are discussing artifacts 
from the following locations:
1. Egypt in general – most 

probably Nile delta area
2. Qift
3. Thebes
4. Western Thebes
5. Western Thebes again
6. Memphis
7. Egypt in general
8. Meirs



Predynastic 4500-2649
The predynastic period was the time 
prior to the Pharaohs.  This time 
period, however, showed the 
beginnings of the beautiful art that 
was to thrive and become what we 
identify with Egypt.   This comb has 
what looks to be symbolic 
arrangement of animal icons, 
possibly some dieties at the top.  
Maybe this was the beginning of the 
hieroglyphic system of writing.
Notation for Old Testament, 
Biblical Buffs: This was the 
timeframe of the beginning chapters 
of Genesis.  Adam through Enoch 
lived during this timeframe.

Carved comb
ca. 3200 BC
Location: Egypt (most likely Lower  
Egypt /Nile  Delta area.)
Material: ivory

http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/ho/02/afe/ho_30.8.224.htm



Old Kingdom 2649-2150 BC
The Old Kingdom was  
the start of an artistic 
explosion and the 
beginning of the great 
pyramids and large 
carved works.  This is 
also the time of 
Imhotep’s innovations of 
free standing columns, 
advancements in art, 
philosophy, poetry, and 
in science.

King Sahure and a nome god, Old Kingdom, 
Date:  ca. 2458–2446 b.c.
Egyptian
Location:  Qift?
Material: Stone

http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/oking/ho_18.2.4.htm



Middle Kingdom 2030-1640 BC
During the Middle 
Kingdom, Upper and 
Lower Egypt was  
united and Thebes was 
the capital and artistic 
center.  The finest 
reliefs ever produced in 
Egypt came from this 
time period. 
Notation for Old 
Testament, Biblical 
Buffs: Abraham lived 
around 2165-1900BC and 
went into Egypt (2087-
84?) during a drought in 
what is now Palestine / 
Israel. Later, during this 
same timeframe, Joseph 
was in charge of Pharoah’s
business during the 1800s.

Relief of Nebhepetre Mentuhotep II (detail)
Date: ca. 2051–2000 b.c
Location:  Thebes
Material: Painted limestone

http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/mking/ho_07.230.2.htm



New Kingdom 1550-1070 BC
There had been a time 
of division and once 
again Egypt was united.  
This is the third great 
era for Egypt and was 
noted for tremendous 
wealth.  Hatshepsut 
was a famous  female 
Egyptian ruler in 1473-
1458.  Her temple is 
said to be one of the 
most spectacular in the 
ancient world.
Notation for Old 
Testament, Biblical 
Buffs: Timelines show 
that the Israelites left 
Egypt in 1491. They 
would have been 
wandering in the desert at 
the time of her rise to 
prominence.  They entered 
the Promise Land under 
Joshua in 1451, after her 
death. Hatshepsut

Date: ca. 1473–1458 b.c.
Location:  Deir el-Bahri -
Western Thebes
Material: Indurated limestone 

http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/ho/03/afe/ho_29.3.2.htm

http://www.bediz.com/hatshep/temple.html
Hatshepsut’s Temple
Date: ca. 1473–1458 b.c.
Location:  Deir el-Bahri -
Western Thebes
Material: stone



Third Intermediate 1070-712 BC
This was a time of 
weakened, divided 
rule at Tanis and 
Thebes.  There was 
relatively little 
building being done; 
however, the bronze 
and stone statuary did 
well.  There was also 
a lot of gold and silver 
items being produced.
Notation for Old 
Testament, Biblical 
Buffs: Sheshong I 
(Shishak in the Bible) 
sacked Jerusalem 
during (Solomon’s 
son) Rehoboam’s
reign in 945 B. C.

http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/tipd/ho_25.3.182-184.htm

Coffin set of Henettawy
Date: ca. 1040–992 b.c.
Location:  Deir el-Bahri - Western 
Thebes
Material: Gessoed and painted 
wood



Late Period 712-332 BC
The late period saw 
more realistic 
modeling in art.  
There was a revival of 
temple building and a 
turning back to the 
Old Kingdom styles. 
This was a time of 
change in leadership 
and even in various 
groups ruling such as 
the Nubians and then 
Assyrians. 
Notation for Old 
Testament, Biblical 
Buffs: This would 
have been the 
timeframe of Daniel  
(605-536) and the 
Babylonian power 
over the lands of 
Israel.

http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/lapd/ho_09.
183.1a.htm

Relief of Apries
Date: ca. 589-570 b.c.
Location:  Memphis, Egypt
(from his palace) – the style is clearly modeled after the Old Kingdom
Material: Limestone

Apries spent a lot of 
time at war with the 
Babylonians 
(Nebuchadnezzar II).  
Then when his army 
revolted, he joined 
Nebuchadnezzar and 
tried to retake Egypt.  
It did not happen.



Macedonian / Ptolemic Periods 332-
30 BC
This period is notable 
because it was 
ushered in by 
Alexander the Great.  
When he died the 
lands he conquered 
were divided up and 
Ptolemy took Egypt.  
He revived some old 
Egyptian customs and 
married his sister, 
who was later deified. 
Notation for Old 
Testament, Biblical 
Buffs: Jerusalem was 
under Ptolemic rule 
for a while.  Rome, 
under Pompey later 
sacked Jerusalem in 
the first century B. C. 
and were in power 
when Christ was born.

Ptolemy I or II
Date: ca. 246-221 b.c.
Location: Egypt
Material: Bronze

Notice the very 
Egyptian style to this 
bust, showing that 
Egypt, while 
conquered, was still 
tremendously 
respected and the 
people of that 
timeframe wanted to 
associate themselves 
with her greatness.



Roman Period 27 BC – 393 AD
The Romans took 
over Egypt (many of 
my readers surely 
remember Cleopatra!)  
Notation for Old 
Testament, Biblical 
Buffs: This was the 
time of Christ and he 
spent a portion of His 
childhood in Egypt 
when the family fled 
from Herod.  This was 
also the timeframe 
when Christianity 
began spreading 
throughout the Roman 
kingdom, yet did not 
become widely 
accepted until the 
latter part of this 
period.

http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/ho/05/afe/ho_19.2.6.htm

Mummy mask
Date: ca. 60-70 A.D.
Location:  Meir Egypt
Material: Painted plaster, cartonnage (linen and gesso), and plant fibers 

It is interesting to 
consider what was 
happening on the 
world scene as these 
beautiful pieces of art 
were being created 
(many to be buried 
supposedly forever.)  I 
like to wonder if some 
of the historical 
figures ever bumped 
into those I grew up 
reading about in my 
Bible studies.  There 
was a lot going on 
that impacts all of us 
to this day.  
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